
Visit our website at http://www.education.ky.gov.   

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

NEWS RELEASE  
No. 12-007          February 1, 2012 

 

 MEDIA CONTACT: Lisa Y. Gross 
 Office: (502) 564-2015 Cellular: (502) 330-5063 E-mail: lisa.gross@education.ky.gov 

 

HUNT RECEIVES JOSEPH KELLY AWARD 

(FRANKFORT, Ky.) – Henry Hunt, chief operating officer for Dataseam, is the recipient of the 12th 

annual Joseph W. Kelly Award. 

 The award was presented to Hunt today by the Kentucky Board of Education at its regular 

meeting in Frankfort.  

 “As chief operating officer of Dataseam, Mr. Hunt works diligently to fulfill the company’s mission, 

which is ‘By using technology as a vehicle to advance the commercialization of research, promote ongoing 

education statewide, and provide next-generation economic opportunity, Dataseam helps provide a 

brighter future for all Kentuckians,’” said Kentucky Board of Education Chair David Karem. “Since its 

inception in 2004, Dataseam has placed over 15,000 computers in 48 school districts across the state. 

The computers are linked throughout the state on the Dataseam Grid and allow students and teachers to 

blog, share ideas and resources and create online video galleries of their work on the Dataseam 

Champions in the Classroom site. Additionally, researchers located at the University of Louisville’s James 

Graham Brown Cancer Center utilize the computers to process research data collected from the sites, 

forward research and commercialize ideas.”  

 Hunt was nominated by Carrie Nath, executive director of the Governor’s School for the Arts. 

“Henry Hunt exemplifies the Kelly Award’s purpose of recognizing business leaders who enhance 

the educational opportunities for children on the school, community and state levels,” she said. 

Hunt was cited for a number of contributions to education: 

 He established Dataseam Scholar programs at Morehead State University and the University of 
Louisville to provide an opportunity for Kentucky to reduce the “brain drain.” 
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 He has established programming in teacher professional development to develop the skills 
needed for digital learning practices; the Visiting Professional Program that places university 
professors in participating school districts; and the National Institute of Health Supplemental 
Science Curriculum teacher kits that provide supplemental science curriculum benchmarked to 
Kentucky standards. 

 In 2011, Hunt joined with the Governor’s School for the Arts to create the Dataseam Scholars 
Program and donated 15 state-of-the-art iMac computers to Governor’s School for the Arts to use 
in the New Media classroom. For the first time in the program’s history, the students and faculty 
were able to work on a consistent system.   

 

 The Joseph W. Kelly Award was created in honor of Joseph W. Kelly, a respected businessman 

and chair of the Kentucky Board of Education from 1991 to 1998. Kelly’s efforts and expertise were crucial 

to the implementation and nurturing of Kentucky’s school improvement efforts. 

 The annual award is given by the Kentucky Board of Education to businesspeople who have 

offered outstanding leadership and service toward promoting school improvement and equitable 

educational opportunities for all Kentucky children. 

 Board members Dorie Combs, Brigette Ramsey and Bill Twyman served as the selection 

committee for the award this year. 

 

Previous Winners of the Joseph W. Kelly Award 

2010 Helen M. Carroll, manager of Community Relations for Toyota Motor Engineering and 

Manufacturing, North America, Inc. 

2009 Bob Hudson, CEO of the Pattie A. Clay Regional Medical Center in Richmond  

2008 Al Rider, president and CEO of the North Central Education Foundation in Elizabethtown 

2007 Ben Cundiff, owner/operator of Cundiff Farms in Cadiz 

2006 Henry Vogt Heuser, Jr., CEO and president of UniStar/Vogt in Louisville  

2005 Wynn Long Radford III, president and co-owner of Higgins Insurance Agency in Hopkinsville 

2004 Ann Yager Hamlin, director at Stith Funeral Home in Danville  

2003 State Senator Jimmy Higdon, owner of Higdon's Foodtown in Lebanon  

2002 Frank and Mattie Justice, founders of the Frank and Mattie Justice Charitable Foundation in 

Pikeville  

 

2001 Billy Harper, president of Harper Industries, Inc., in Paducah 

2000 Vince and Valorie Tanner, owners of the Beaver Dam McDonald's restaurant 
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